JOHN GRAUNT

[Born 1620. Statistician. He gained such esteem by his integrity
as a merchant that he was able, when he was only thirty years old,
to procure the Professorship of Music in Gresham College for his
friend, Dr. William Petty. In 1662 appeared the first Natural and
'Political Observations made upon the l&ills of Mortality by John Graunt,
Citizen of "London. With reference to the Government) Religion, Trade,
Growth) Ayre, Diseases, and the several Changes of the said City. This
work laid the foundation of the science subsequently styled Political
Arithmetic by Sir William Petty. Charles II specially recommended
Graunt to be chosen an original member of the Royal Society, advising
the Society that if they found any more such tradesmen, they should be sure
to admit them all without any more adoe. After his retirement, Graunt
was admitted into the management of the New River Company and
was rumoured, because of his Catholicism, to have cut off the supply
of water to the city the night before the Fire of London. He died in
1674.]"
CAPTAINE JOHN GRAUNT (afterwards, major) was
borne 240 die Aprilis, at the 7 Starres in Burchin Lane,
London, in the parish of St. Michael's Cornhill, \ an
houre before eight a clock on a munday morning, the signe
being in the 9 degree of Gemini that day at 12 a clock, Anno
Domini 1620.
He was bred-up (as the fashion then was) in the Puritan
way; wrote Short-hand dextrously; and after many yeares
constant hearing and writing sermon-notes, he fell to buying
and reading of the best Socinian bookes, and for several!
yeares continued of that Opinion. At last, he turned a Roman
Catholique, of which Religion he dyed a great Zealot.
To give him his due prayse, he was a very ingeniose and
studious person, and generally beloved, and rose early in the
morning to his Study before shop-time. He understood Latin
and French. He was a pleasant facetious Companion, and very
hospitable,
He was by Trade, Haberdasher of small-wares, but was
free of the Drapers-Company. A man generally beloved; a
faythfull friend. Often chosen for his prudence and justnes
to be an Arbitrator; and he was a great Peace-maker. He had
an excellent working head, and was very facetious and fluent
in his conversation.
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